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There was great variation in 
unemployment claims pre-Covid-19

Top 5 cities Claimant count, 
Mar 2020 (%)

1. Hull 5.8

2. Birmingham 5.8

3. Blackpool 5.5

4. Bradford 5.2

5. Sunderland 5.1

UK average 3.1

Cities with 
lowest rate

Clamaint count, 
Mar 2020 (%)

59. Oxford 2.0

60. Exeter 1.7

61. Cambridge 1.6

62. Aldershot 1.4

63. York 1.3



Latest data reveals an unprecedented 
rise in unemployment across the country

2.1m 
claimants 

in April
Up by 2.0 percentage points, 
approximately +850,000 people

1.3m 
claimants 
in March



The claimant count increased in all cities 
and towns – nowhere was unaffected
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Places in the North & Midlands have been hardest hit 

Top 10 cities Percentage point 
increase in 
claimant count –
Mar/Apr 2020

1. Blackpool 3.4

2. Liverpool 2.9

3. Hull 2.8

4. Belfast 2.6

5. Manchester 2.6

6. Doncaster 2.6

7. Barnsley 2.5

8. Sunderland 2.5

9. Telford 2.4

10. Newcastle 2.4



Covid19 is reinforcing existing patterns 
of unemployment claims (1)

Top 5 cities Claimant count, 
Apr 2020 (%)

1. Blackpool 8.9

2. Hull 8.7

3. Birmingham 8.0

4. Liverpool 7.6

5. Sunderland 7.6

UK average 5.1

Cities with 
lowest rate

Clamaint count, 
Apr 2020 (%)

59. Reading 3.3

60. York 3.2

61. Oxford 3.1

62. Aldershot 2.7

63. Cambridge 2.5

ALL WORKERS



Covid19 is reinforcing existing patterns 
of unemployment claims (2)

Top 5 cities Claimant count, 
Apr 2020 (%)

1. Blackpool 10.2

2. Sunderland 9.7

3. Hull 9.0

4. Doncaster 8.9

5. Middlesbrough 8.9

UK average 5.4

Cities with 
lowest rate

Clamaint count, 
Apr 2020 (%)

59. Reading 2.8

60. York 2.4

61. Exeter 2.3

62. Oxford 1.4

63. Cambridge 1.2

YOUNG PEOPLE



A number of factors are likely to be 
driving this variation in unemployment

Eligibility for benefits



A number of factors are likely to be 
driving this variation in unemployment

Business confidence and use of the Job Retention Scheme

Eligibility for benefits



A number of factors are likely to be 
driving this variation in unemployment

Share of jobs directly impacted by the lockdown

Business confidence and use of the Job Retention Scheme

Eligibility for benefits



The full impact on unemployment will be 
visible with the phase out of the JRS

Top 5 cities Jobs at risk (%)
1. Crawley 56.7

2. Luton 42.5

3. Derby 41.3

4. Blackpool 38.8

5. Peterborough 37.4



The full impact on unemployment will be 
visible with the phase out of the JRS

Top 5 cities Jobs at risk (%)

1. Crawley 56.7

2. Luton 42.5

3. Derby 41.3

4. Blackpool 38.8

5. Peterborough 37.4

Blackpool – biggest rise 
in unemployment claims

Derby, Peterborough and 
Luton – small rise in 
unemployment claims

Crawley – average rise in 
unemployment claims



What does this mean for policy?

• Initial effects of Covid19 are reinforcing existing patterns of unemployment 
claims across the country – with unemployment set to rise in coming months

• Why should we be concerned?

1. Unemployment has long lasting scarring effects on individuals

2. Covid19 risks widening inequalities between different parts of the country

3. Previous policy responses to unemployment haven’t always achieved desired 
results



What can the Government do?

• Provide targeted one-to-one support for people that are unemployed 
– with a focus on vulnerable groups

• Provide skills support alongside the phase out of the JRS to support 
people transition to new jobs

• Support job creation and innovation in places with weaker 
economies



Thank you
e.magrini@centreforcities.org

020 7803 4304

@MagriniElena
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