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The Centre for Cities

What? An independent urban research unit based at ippr.

Sponsored by Lord Sainsbury

Why? Taking a fresh look at how UK cities function,

focusing on economic drivers

When? Launched March 2005

Birmingham, Sunderland, Derby, Barnsley, Doncaster and

Where? We’re working in Liverpool, Manchester,



About this presentation
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delivering a

Delivering sustainable communities =

good offer , to residents and businesses

city centres, inner ring

 Three ‘building sites’:

neighbourhoods, Growth Areas

Four challenges for decision-makers
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People are living alone for longer,

less than 50% will be family households (obPwm, 2006)

starting families later. Cities’ share of growth will rise.
By 2026, 75% of household growth will be older singles

Household growth.

78% of people in England already live in city-regions (SOECR, 2006)

Cities are doing better. City-regions

Economics of cities.

are the UK’s economic building blocks.

English city-regions have 2/3 of all jobs (SOECR, 2006)

Outside London: macro growth, public spending, frontline services



City centres
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Growth Areas
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The big challenges
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— Impact of PPS3? What will

Barker recommend? Can we reform VAT?

Planning rules and incentives

— what will be the impact

of institutional change (EP / Housing Corporation)? Is there
long term political commitment to sustainable communities?

Politics and institutional change
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Wwww.Ippr.org/centreforcities

m.nathan@ippr.org

centreforcities



