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Who are the
future city dwellers?
What do they want?

How can we give it to
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@ Why are cities doing better?

 The world is urbanising. A majority of the global
population now live in cities

- 2030: 60% of the world population will live in cities (UNHCS, 2001)

« City-regions and mega-city regions are the UK’s
economic building blocks. Cities offer density, proximity,
variety (Glaeser, 2004, POLYNET, 2006)

* Production, consumption and household networks are
based around big conurbations. For most people, city-
regions represent ‘the geography of everyday life’ (Harding
and Robson, 2006)
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 Industrial restructuring. Cities have lost manufacturing,

gained business services, retall, leisure — and public sector

Economic prosperity. Economic recovery, rising

disposable incomes, rising house prices

- English city-regions now have 2/3 of all jobs (SOECR, 2006)

 Technology has helped cities. Anchors world cities,

opens new markets, increases need for f2f communication

(Mitchell, 1996, POLYNET, 2006)

 Worklessness still concentrated in big urban areas,

especially inner east London and the Core Cities
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Other drivers
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* Youth lifestyles are changing. Extended adolescence,

rise of youth culture, ‘urban’ subcultures (Urry, 2000)

« Changing image of city living. From Blade Runner to
Friends, Coronation Stto Queer as Folk

Policy drivers. Planning systems, economic development,

housing and regeneration funding
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CONCERT SQUARE, LIVERPOOL - 1993

centreforcities




CONCERT SQUARE, LIVERPOOL - 1995

centreforcities
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Liverpool: 54% want to be central, 35% like urban life (CSR, 2004)
Population: young, single people who don’t stay long. Mix
of students, young professionals and low-income groups
Key issues: over-supply of small flats, lack of services,
‘conveyor belt effect’ as people move to popular suburbs

Leeds: 37% move to city centre for lifestyle reasons, 17% for

nightlife (Unsworth, 2005)
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Drivers: proximity and buzz pull people in
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NEW ISLINGTON, MANCHESTER - 2000
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Areas of Outsta m:llng Natural Eleauty Green Belt Land and the Gruwlh Araas

Bl uUrban Areas 1991

B Green Belt

B Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty
:::'j: Growth Study Areas

¥ Source: Netional Parks and Arsas of Outstanding Natural Beauty

designated by Countryside Agency, Green Bahs by Local Plan T ——
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LIKE TO ISSUE THIS WARNING
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What are_' the effectfflof city .|
centre living?
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A creative class?
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Florida’s theory doesn’t work in the UK. Key findings:

Skilled people help urban growth, but there’s no ‘creative class’

Most people move where the jobs are, not vice versa

‘Creative cities’ aren’t the top performers (Nathan, 2005)

attracts skilled young people, but only for a short time —

City centres demonstrate a ‘mini-Florida’ effect. Buzz
then they move to the suburbs
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@ Delivering the offer
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Growth Areas Inner ring areas
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next steps
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Finance and funding — SR tools won’t plug the gaps. How

to align mainstream funding cycles, formulae?

Planning and incentives — \What will the Barker Review

recommend? Can we reform VAT?

we also need new delivery vehicles, e.g. City Regeneration

 Institutions — Big cities need more strategic freedom. Do
Companies?

Integration — need to better connect transport, land use,

housing, economic development
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