




For the British Property Federation 
(BPF), we provide research for the 
All Party Urban Development 
Group.  The Group holds inquiry 
sessions on issues such as the 
supply of urban housing and the 
need to reduce carbon emissions 
from city buildings.  Our track-
record of research gives the 

Group’s reports credibility and 
the backing of a strong evidence-
base.  We also secure top-quality 
witnesses for the Group’s inquiry 
sessions, and work with the BPF 
to deliver profile for the Group’s 
policy recommendations across 
Westminster.

As sponsors of the Centre’s Home 
Economics report on housing markets 
and local economies, the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
(RICS) and the Rydon Group 
contributed to the topical debate 
about Britain’s housing market.  
The report itself put forward 

recommendations to government 
and was widely covered in the 
media (including on the BBC’s 
Today Programme).  At its launch, 
the sponsors joined a Ministerial 
speaker in front of an audience of 
city leaders, business and central 
government stakeholders.

We hold lively and well-attended 
fringe events at all three party 
conferences as part of the Urban 
Hub, with high-profile speakers 
including Cabinet Ministers and 
shadows, business leaders and 
city leaders.  In 2008, our corporate 
sponsors include the Trainline, and 
the Greater Manchester Chamber 
of Commerce.  Each sponsor is 

involved with a specific event 
tailored to their corporate messages 
– such as the ‘Connecting Cities’ 
events with the Trainline, debating 
the future for city transport.  
Our sponsors have brand exposure 
throughout the events, and a 
place on the panels, giving them 
political exposure within a non-
partisan framework.

The Centre for Cities partners with 
a range of cities – currently Belfast, 
Brighton, Bristol, Cambridge, Hull, 
Sunderland and York - working 
directly with them on policy 
ideas to improve their economic 

performance.  Our partner cities 
attend workshops, receive tailored 
policy advice from our team of 
analysts, and feature as case studies 
across a wide range of the Centre’s 
research and external outputs.  
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